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Cabinet," as they intimated subsequently in a letter to The Times.1
On the point of form he held that an ex-Minister who absented himself
from a " Shadow Cabinet" on the express ground that he differed
from his colleagues must be presumed to have resigned from that
body, just as a Minister in like case would have been presumed to
have resigned from a Cabinet. But the ritual of the matter was of
very little importance. Asquith considered that the issue which had
arisen between him and Lloyd George raised the most serious questions
of political principle, and he was deeply disappointed when certain
of his colleagues and many of the rank and file regarded it as a personal
quarrel and even went to the length of passing resolutions deprecating
the publicity which had been given to it, and proposing deputations
to argue with him.
He saw no deputations, for before the end of May he was seriously
ill and his doctors were peremptory that he should take a complete
rest and cancel all public engagements, including the one which he had
specially wished to keep to address the whole party at the annual
meeting of the National Liberal Federation shortly to be held at
Weston-super-Mare. In his absence the rank and file passed warm
but vague resolutions of sympathy, but were evidently in the same
distracted state as their representatives in Parliament. Reflecting on
the situation during his convalescence, Asquith decided that nothing
remained for him but to retire from this clisordered scene. All the
votes of sympathy and expressions of loyalty and admiration that
had been showered upon him during his Illness could not conceal
the fact that he was without the firm support which was needed to
enable him to sustain his position with dignity. He had expressed a
view on a question which he thought to be one of vital Liberal principle
and the party had wavered and hesitated. The Parliamentary party
had passed what was equivalent to a vote of censure on his action;
the rank and file had failed to understand his meaning ; some who had
pledged their support to the end were now on the fence. If it came to
a fight he would be in the position of leading a beleaguered garrison
against an opponent richly provided with the sinews of war. The
principal organizations were rapidly reaching the point at which they
would have to choose between closing down a large part of their
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